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despite the fact that it was the object of the trip, of the true motive of the expedition, he determined to abandon this project, and to return to Paris. This determination he
communicated to Talleyrand, who, taking the proposal seriously, promptly resolved upon an army of observation. A new departure was necessary: the success of the first
one had not been fully observed; it had not been studied or comprehended. Consequently another plan was adopted. In this case the originality consisted in the permanent
organization of the troops necessary to watch the motions and actions of France. This was effected by means of a fine wire, which the invaders themselves had laid, for the
purpose of throwing it from one end of the territory of the enemy to the other. A border was thus established; an interval of forty-eight hours allowed for the return of the
wires; the whole system was so well arranged that, in case of invasion, the assailant could not have, by any means, escaped from it. Talleyrand was appointed to command
the general staff of the army of observation; the Duke of Bassano was made the head of the main army; a young officer was intrusted to his personal care; and Marsan, of
Savenay, was chosen its captain. Talleyrand accompanied the latter into the field, and assisted him in forming the line of battle. While the army was still in the valley of the
Vaucelles, the Duke of Bassano marched forth
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